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The Deputy Speaker of Parliament of the Republic of 

Uganda  

The Minister of Justice and Constitutional Affairs 

The Key Note Speaker, Professor Prof PLO Lumumba 

Members of Parliament, reps of Govt, civil society, media and 

academia, Ladies and gentlemen, good morning, mwasuze 

mutya! 

Constitutions can take all kinds of forms: written – unwritten, long – 

short: the shortest version from San Marino has less than 4,000 

words, while the longest from India comprises more than 146,000 

words, almost 600 times as long! 

As a lawyer, I always take particular interest in the legal framework 

of my host country, as it is the laws and regulations that set the rules 

for everyday life and the basis of all these regulations is the 

constitution. The constitution sets the rules for the functioning of the 

society, outlining both the rights and the duties of both the citizens 

and the state institutions. It is this “dividing up” of responsibilities 

and rights, a sort of burden sharing within a society that must be 

done in a good way to ensure a social consensus, the very basis for 

any healthy and dynamic development. 

 

In spite of the sheathing criticism we heard this morning, the 

constitution of Uganda, in my humble opinion, is well written. It 

contains all the necessary “ingredients” of a modern constitution. 

From what I observe, it seems to be the implementation where there is 

sometimes room for improvement. Let me give you an example: Art. 

29 para.1 letter d) guarantees every person the “freedom to assemble 

and to demonstrate together with others peacefully and unarmed …”. 

But just in the last 10 days I have seen reports of demonstrations of 

15 and then of 18 young people being whisked away by the police 

when they started a demonstration. I do not know the details and the 
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exact procedures of the Public Order Management Act but I would 

really welcome it if such small demonstrations that do not seem to 

endanger the public order in any big way were allowed to happen. 

 

The German constitution is officially not even called “constitution”, 

but fundamental or “basic law”, as it was supposed to be revised after 

the reunification of West and East Germany. 

 

This never happened, as West Germans grew very fond of their basic 

law. Being written right after the devastating Nazi terror and the 

Holocaust, the German basic law has federalism and human rights 

at its core. It states right at the beginning that “The German people 

… acknowledge inviolable and inalienable human rights as the basis 

of every community, of peace and of justice in the world.” Over the 

years, the German Constitutional Court has taken a very strong 

stance in defending fundamental rights, overruling a number of laws 

passed by Parliament. 

But enough about the German constitution, we are here to discuss 

constitutions in East Africa and more specifically 

(i) the importance of constitutionalism in modern democracies 

(ii) the evolution and impact of the constitution in shaping 

national governance in Uganda and East Africa 

(iii) contemporary challenges and the need for constitutional 

reform 

Societies change and constitutions have to be adapted. At the same 

time, fundamental rights and democracy must be protected. In 

Uganda, there is discussion on safeguarding civic space, holding 

perpetrators of human rights abuses accountable and strengthening 

electoral processes. 
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Together with the European Union, Germany supports through the 

GIZ implemented “Governance and Civil Society Support Programme” 

the engagement of State actor and citizens to raise awareness of the 

rights and responsibilities of each actor, equipping civil society to 

engage in accountability and governance processes. 

Today’s conference presents a valuable opportunity for dialogue on 

critical issues. It brings together a diverse array of voices and 

perspectives, and this diversity is a strength. The discussions in this 

conference can serve as a guiding light, showing us how Uganda 

might enhance its constitutional system and processes, ensuring 

that they truly serve the people they are meant to protect. 

It is also a great honor to witness the launch of the Constitutional 

Virtual Museum - a digital constitutional museum as one of the 

flagship programs for promotion of the culture of constitutionalism. 

This digital museum will be a one stop center for literature on 

constitutionalism in Uganda and East Africa. 

I would like to thank the organizers of the Conference, the Centre for 

Constitutional Governance (CCG) and the other partners for the 

great carefully crafted topics and selection of excellent speakers. I 

look forward to the discussions and hope we shall have very practical 

and tangible outcomes.  

Thank you, mwebale nnyo! 

https://katibaheritagelimited.org/
https://katibaheritagelimited.org/
https://katibaheritagelimited.org/
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